


“My dad taught all the kids in town to
play, and he wasn’t looking for the most
talented kids,” Jensen says. “He was
looking to get kids participating. It was
about building human beings, happy,
active and healthy.”

Although Jensen obviously gets a
charge out of teaching and cheering on
tennis’ next gener-
ation, the boys
and girls not much
bigger than their
racquets, he truly
admires those
older adults,
snow-haired men
or women, still
swinging away. 

Glancing over
his shoulder,
Jensen spots two seniors playing a match
on a court next to five little boys trading
volleys, and he observes, “This is the
way it’s supposed to be. Just a bunch of
kids playing, little kids and big kids.

“You can take lessons and go to clin-
ics, but it’s not about winning or losing,
life or death. It’s about being active and
enjoying a sport your whole life.”

Jensen suspects he was genetically
programmed to “teach” kids – of all
ages – to play and enjoy tennis. His
parents were both physical education
teachers, and his dad managed a four-
court tennis facility in a small
Michigan town.

While Jensen may now be getting a
tad grey around the temples, the game
will, for him, never get old. He has a lot
of that Michigan little boy left in him
whenever he gets his hands on a racquet.

“We had Luke here for two days
and on the court
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We’re going to be
encouraging you to
go to the Web often
in CrossCourt.
Learn more... Stay
informed... Your
Section Website is a
great source for
upcoming events,
features, photos,
results and more.

Answer the “Go to
the Net” questions
posed in CrossCourt
and submit your
responses to:

Correct entries will
be entered in a prize
drawing.

What does Luke
Jensen suggest
you do to improve
your volleys?

Visit the Web for
Jensen’s insights into
playing doubles.

second day with no break.
He was up every minute of
it,” says Greg Mahosky, ten-

nis pro at the Country Club
Hotel & Spa in Lake Ozark,

Mo. “He doesn’t show up, sign
autographs, then go. He’s on the

court drilling with the kids.”
‘PEOPLE ARE PLAYING’ Persistent

media reports about “what’s wrong
with tennis” frustrate Jensen. 

“The big thing that’s right about
tennis right now, from the grassroots

level up, is that more kids are playing,”
says Jensen. “So are more seniors and

more adults. I see it everyday. Mornings,
afternoons and evenings, people are getting

out and onto the courts. That’s a great sign.
People are playing.”
He simply wants to get even more people playing.

“Luke gets it. Community tennis is where it’s happen-
ing, and he knows that,” states George. “He wants to get
people out moving and enjoying themselves on the court,
especially kids. That’s how the next great champion will
get started.”

A GAME FOR ALL AGES  Should he, along the way,
help the next champ’s game evolve, great. If he can
get kids to embrace the game, get them up and mov-
ing, now that’s what matters most to Jensen.

thenet@movalley.usta.com
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New publication part of our efforts to grow the game
Welcome to your newest

Member benefit.
CrossCourt is a mini-magazine
that we hope will grow along
with the game in the USTA/
Missouri Valley Section.
CrossCourt will differ from any
other tennis publication you read in that the focus
will be on our Section – our members, our events,
our opportunities to share our love for tennis by
getting more people on the courts.

You can get ample stories about the game’s
superstars elsewhere. I know when you read that,
the linesman in you may want to cry, “Fault.”
After all, Luke Jensen is on the cover of our pre-
miere issue.

Well, I’d have to ask for an overrule on your
out-of-bounds call. Just read the article.

This summer, the Missouri Valley Section has
essentially adopted Luke. Sure, he has a great deal
to say about building up the game at the elite level
with which he is so familiar, including strategies
Andy Roddick might try to become a real rival for
the world’s dominant No. 1 man, Roger Federer.

But in CrossCourt, we’re
focusing on Luke’s efforts to
grow the game at the grassroots
level – right here in the
Missouri Valley. It’s a story
about a star player’s down-to-
earth approach to getting more

people who live in our Section playing and, as
noted in the article, enjoying the sport. 

CrossCourt is but one example of our increased
emphasis this summer on doing more to publicize
tennis in the Missouri Valley’s five-state area.
We’ve added staff to our PR team and taken
strides to enhance our Website. If you haven’t
spent some time at missourivalley.usta.com
recently, then rush to the net right now. We’re
updating the content constantly, adding new pho-
tos, posting feature stories and trying to make the
site easier to navigate.

CrossCourt and missourivalley.usta.com are
intended to work together – doubles partners, if
you will. In print, online, anyway we can, it’s cru-
cial for us to get the word out and encourage more
people to start talking tennis.

What do you think?
Send us your com-
ments. Addresses list-
ed at bottom of page.

The USTA/Missouri Valley Section publishes CrossCourt quarterly. Feedback is welcome at USTA/Missouri Valley, Attention: CrossCourt,
8676 W. 96th St., Suite 100, Overland Park, KS 66212 or crosscourt@movalley.usta.com.

_____________

Iowa couple’s great
love for tennis

is ageless
_____________

The game never gets old, but
some days Glen Linde

wonders if he might be getting too
old for tennis. Then he spends
some time around the courts in
Waterloo, Iowa, and the passion to
play is renewed – and irresistible.

He really can’t let go of the
game, for tennis has got a hold on
him.

A hold on him and his wife
Dorothy. They’ve been married
nearly six decades, and all these
years, each has carried on a love
affair – with tennis.

“We’re not old here!” declared
Glen at  Waterloo’s Brynes Park
Tennis Center, where he and
Dorothy were watching “one of
the youngsters,” their 52-year-old
daughter Mary Linde, compete in
the USTA/Missouri Valley Mixed
Doubles Sectional Aug. 26-28.

Glen and Dorothy are a youthful older
couple, thanks to tennis. They celebrated
their 57th anniversary Sept. 11. 

“We are mature,” acknowledged
Dorothy, unable to fight off a smile, “but
we haven’t grown up yet.”

Both are enjoying excellent health
well into their 80s, thanks to tennis. 

“Each year I think I’m going to have
to quit playing, but I keep going,” Glen
said. “We both play two or three times a
week. No problem.”

Dorothy couldn’t
resist delivering a
zinger at her hus-
band’s expense, say-
ing, “He’s still got
good hand-eye coor-
dination. He still runs
hard, just too long in
one spot.”

They’re local leg-
ends, thanks to ten-
nis. The Lindes have
remained stellar players well into their
senior years. They’ve also mentored
generations of high school players from
the Cedar Falls and Waterloo area,
including multiple state champions.

“For a lot of years, Glen was still able
to beat or at least take sets off those kids

who went on to state titles,” noted a
longtime friend of the couple, Ron
Brainard.

“Now those kids have kids,” said
Glen, a retired firefighter. “Dorothy and
I got back a lot more than we gave.”

A LOVE MATCH Dorothy and Glen
met, thanks to tennis. She had been his
brother’s mixed doubles partner.

“We swept the city championships in
'48 – singles, doubles, mixed,” recalled
Glen. “Then we didn’t touch our rac-

quets for 18 years. We
got married and had
kids.”

But one day, when
their kids had gotten
older, Glen’s brother
needed a fourth for a
doubles match.

“Glen dug his rac-
quet out, someplace
in  the attic, I think,”
Dorothy, a retired sec-
retary, said. “We’ve

been playing ever since.”
Playing and winning.
FROM THE START As seniors and now

super seniors, Dorothy and Glen have
been competing in USA League Tennis
since the leagues were first formed 25
years ago.

“We go back to the days when
Michelob was the sponsor,” said
Dorothy.

She and Glen have each advanced to
Nationals multiple times, with Dorothy’s
team coming within two points of sec-
ond place in 1999. Glen, meanwhile,
now contemplates retiring from the
game less and less, when he can “still
snap the serve in” and look forward to
possibly more wins playing 85-and-over
doubles in 2006.

“That competitive spirit... Mom and
Dad have both got it bad,” said Mary
Linde, who plays for a USA League
team based in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. “You
don’t want to be around them when
they’ve lost. Up until about eight years
ago, I couldn’t get a set off Mom.”

Many tennis players from Waterloo,
Cedar Falls and Cedar Rapids marvel at
how competitive the Lindes have
remained for so many years.

“I’d watch Glen play and think,
‘Geez, I wish I could play like that,’”
said Brainard, 60. “That was 30 years
ago, and today he’s still got the strokes.
He doesn’t get to the ball quite as fast,
but if he does get to the ball, it’s coming
back where you won’t be able to get to

3 PREMIERE ISSUE

Glen & 
Doroth
y

See THE LINDES Page 4

That competitive
spirit... Mom and Dad
have both got it bad.“ “



_____________

Championship captain looks
ahead at an age when most
athletes can only look back

_____________

As teams from across the Section
head off to Nationals this fall,
Roge Fowler recalls winning it all.

There’s one constant on any Roge
Fowler-captained USA League

Tennis team: He’s going
to make sure he’s the low
man on the team ladder by
scouring his state and bey-
ound for the best players
he can find.

Fowler, a 2004 USA
League Tennis 4.0 nation-
al champion team captain
from Stillwater, Okla.,
admits that, though he
may be a competitive ten-
nis player, he’s better at
working the details as a
league captain.

“I win my fair share (of
matches), but I want to win as a team,
so I’m always looking for guys who
share that passion,” said Fowler, a self-
professed tennis addict who first took up
the game back in 1997, at the never-too-
late age of 46.

For Fowler and his merry gang last
year, that passion came full circle, when
his 4.0 team won the 2004 USA League
Tennis National Championships.

“Initially, tennis was just a way for
me to stay in shape. I just loved it,” said
Fowler, who found out about USTA
leagues from his sister Julie Thrash of
Lubbock, Okla. “The more I found out
about the competitive aspect of their
leagues, the game became even more
attractive to me.”

Fowler was in it to win right from the
start. After some initial success in local
Oklahoma leagues as a 3.5, he jumped
to 4.0, and the success continued as his
team qualified for the 2002 USA League

Tennis Nationals in Tucson, Ariz. It was
a humbling experience, however.
Fowler’s team finished seventh. 

“We got hammered, and it was obvi-
ous we were really going to have to
develop more depth,” said Fowler. “It’s
so hard to even make a national tourna-
ment, much less win one. I think you
have to go one time to see the level of
play at Nationals. To have a chance, you
have to know what you’re up against.”

Fowler, along with two of his original
teammates (Greg Anderson and

Christian Nansen), and Larry Eicher of
Wichita, Kan.,  hatched a plan to get
back to Nationals and vie for the 4.0
championship. He scouted Oklahoma
and parts of Kansas to form a team able
to compete at the highest level. With 14
players ranging from ages 20 to 54,
Fowler had formed a winning team with
an eclectic mix of players, from young
college students to middle-aged orthope-
dic surgeons. (Fowler is a sculptor.)

“Many of the guys on the team said
winning that national championship was
the highlight of their athletic lives,” said
Fowler, who wants to try again at 4.5 in
2006. “I was an athlete all of my life,
but it was getting harder and harder to
be one as I got older. For most people
my age, I think athletics are just a mem-
ory. Tennis gives us the opportunity to
continue on. It’s a great thing to feel
like, at age 54, your athletic future is
still in front of you.”

it.”
Back to Dorothy...
Deb Streff of Cedar Rapids remembers

playing her first seniors match a few years
ago. She and her partner, both the minimum
age for seniors, figured they had youth on
their side.

“We were playing these two little old ladies
we guessed had to be 75, 76,” Streff said. “We
had to be 25 years younger than them, and
we’re thinking, ‘Now they’re old.’ One of
them was Dorothy; we couldn’t touch her.
They beat us in straight sets”

HALL OF FAME The Lindes may have only
now reached the pentacle of their tennis
careers, earning induction this year into the
USTA/Iowa District Hall of Fame. Glen had
served up his wife’s name for nomination, but
it was only fitting they be honored together.

“I was tired of her getting overlooked,” said
Glen, who earn the $1.98 for his first racquet
“mowing lawns all of one summer.” During

the  Great Depression,
Glen found solace in
tennis as a priest taught
him how to play the
game.

The always gregari-
ous Glen, one never shy
about sharing his opin-
ions – especially how
much he detests the
now common “screech-
ing” in professional ten-
nis – was rendered
speechless when he and
Dorothy entered Iowa’s

Hall of Fame.
“Dad got all choked, and all of us kids start-

ed chuckling. We’d never seen him not have
something to say,” Mary Linde said. “Mom
had to do all the talking, and she looked at
Dad and really got in a good one: ‘Finally,
after more than 50 years of marriage, I finally
agree with everything he said.’”

Just like on a tennis court, Dorothy saw an
opening and went for the winner.
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Since getting mar-
ried, how many
times have
Dorothy and Glen
Linde played
mixed doubles
together?

Visit the Web to learn
about marital bliss and
mixed doubles.

THE LINDES From Page 3
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That
Championship

Season

Portrait of Oklahoma’s 2004 National Championship team

If you haven’t been visiting the
Missouri Valley Section Website this
summer, then you’ve missed some fun
features from our USA League Sectional
championships. But it’s not too late.
Read all these articles in their entirety
still posted on the Section site:

MARRIED COUPLES & MIXED DOUBLES
Discover how two couples do what

many consider the impossible – be mar-
ried and play mixed doubles together.

ALL IN THE FAMILY
Meet a close Missouri family that’s

formed a competitive 8.0 team known
for tough play and unique tennis attire.

ROOKIE SUCCESS
Call them divas – the “Down the Line

Divas,” whose first year of League tennis
has included a Sectional championship.

A CAPTAIN MANY TIMES OVER
Looking for someone to write the

book on captaining USA League teams.
Every year, Bob Bundy captains a multi-
tude of teams that routinely advance to
Sectionals and oftentimes Nationals.

Celebrating 25 years of USA League Tennis on the net at missourivalley.usta.com

25 YEARS OF... Follow-throughs, volleys, forehands, backhands and shaking hands at the net. Twenty-five years of making new friends, forging
friendly rivalries, enjoying team camaraderie and getting to know each during changeovers.



_____________

Time on the court brings a close family closer 
_____________

They’re a mixed doubles team that has discovered the
fountain of youth – their kids’ tennis.

As a pair of 5.0 caliber players, James and Alison Fournier
used to rack up plenty of USA League mixed wins. These days,
they don’t have many opportunities to compete on the court.
With three daughters – Taylor, Haley and Shae – and now their
youngest, son Carson, vying for victories in USTA/Missouri
Valley junior tournaments, the Belleville, Ill., couple has
passed the competitive torch to their children. 

“Playing with the kids, trying to keep up with them, is keep-
ing us young,” says James.

But Alison rolls her eyes and laments that the girls don't
want to play much with Mom anymore. “I just can’t keep the
ball in play,” she says, laughing.

Until Taylor turned 15 in August, she and Haley were both
ranked among the Missouri Valley’s top 10 in the Girls 14s.
Shae, meanwhile, cracked the top 5 in the Girls 12s.

“Tennis gives the kids a rush,” says James. “They’ve made a
commitment to play competitively. The hard work is paying off

in the progress they’ve made and the results they’re getting.”
Hard work? Ask Taylor and she’ll sum up why she puts so
much effort into tennis in one word: “Fun.”

“All of it,” she says. “It’s so much fun” – fun the
whole family can share.

SIBLING RIVALRY? Though the Fourniers relish
the competition and are delighted with their kids’

tennis success, the parents are most proud of the
reputation their family has earned throughout the

Missouri Valley for hard play and good
sportsmanship. They’ve made friends,
not rivals, on the court.

In describing what she admires about
her sister’s play, Haley mentions

Taylor’s crisp groundstrokes, but
also says, “She’s not

dirty on the court.
She doesn’t cheat you on line calls.”

On rare occasion, the two older sisters, born just a year
apart, have found themselves on opposite sides of the net in
tournament play. During those Fournier-vs.-Fournier matches,
being the oldest puts added pressure on Taylor as Haley, seek-
ing to topple big sister, shifts her drive to win into high gear. 

“It’s only happened three times, ever,” says Taylor. “I have
to win.” The sisters, Haley insists, “keep (any sibling rivalry)
on the court and really get along great.”

PRIORITIES IN ORDER The Fourniers take their game serious-
ly, yet the parents aren’t looking to turn their tennis family into
a tennis factory. They’re raising children, not tennis players. If
the kids weren’t good students – each
earns honor-roll grades – James says
they wouldn’t be entering tournaments. 

“When we go to these national tourna-
ments, we try not to make tennis the
focus,” James says. “The kids have a big
say in where we go based on what they
want to see and do.”

While in town for a tournament, the
Fourniers took a hot-air balloon ride
over Park City, Utah, and in Las Vegas,
James booked a helicopter flight so the
kids could see the lights from high above.

None of the Fourniers can envision tennis ever becoming “a
grind,” for the game has been too good to them, bringing this
close family even closer. James beams as his kids say they can
imagine themselves still playing tennis when they’re “old like
Mom and Dad,” passing the game on to the next generation. 

“I love it,” Haley says. “I’ll teach tennis to my kids, too.” 

What does the
youngest Fournier,
Carson, like most

about tennis?

Visit the Web to learn
about the family’s
competitive side.
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Families that join the USTA together save together
Tennis is a “lifetime sport” because

you might first pick up a racquet
when you’re just a kid and can still be
out there playing when you’ve got
kids – or even grandkids. Get the
whole family playing with a USTA

Family Membership for just $55.
That’s $55 for the whole family –

you, your spouse and all your children
18-and-under (no matter how many
kids that might be.)

It’s a great way to keep the family

fit, spend time together, meet new
friends and enjoy all the Membership
benefits, including exclusive special
discount offers. For more information,
call 1-800-990-USTA or visit the Web
at missourivalley.usta.com. 

MEET THE FOURNIERS – Little brother Carson enjoys the sup-
port of his sisters (L-R) Shae, Taylor and Haley, while Alison and James
back up their kids' efforts on the court.

Sept. 30-Oct. 2 USA Team Tennis (Youth) Midwest Regional Championships Oklahoma City
Oct. 7-9 NTRP & Open Section Outdoor Championships Kansas City, Mo.
Oct. 7-9 USTA/Missouri Valley Segment 3 Futures 2 Topeka, Kan.
Oct. 9 Iowa District Leadership Conference Ames, Iowa
Oct. 14-15 Oklahoma AHPERD Convention* Oklahoma City
Oct. 19-20 Nebraska AHPERD Convention* Kearney, Neb.
Oct. 21 NTRP & Open Section Indoor Championships Tulsa, Okla.
Oct. 23 Kansas District Annual Meeting Wichita, Kan.
Oct. 28-30 USTA/Missouri Valley Segment 3 Futures 3 Various Locations**
Nov. 2 St. Louis District Annual Meeting St. Louis
Nov. 4 Welcome Back To Tennis Des Moines, Iowa (Aspen Club)
Nov. 5 Nebraska Tennis Association Awards & Hall of Fame Banquet Lincoln, Neb.
Nov. 5-6 Iowa AHPERD Convention* Ottumwa, Iowa
Nov. 5-6 & 12-13 USTA/Missouri Valley Segment 1 Supers Various Locations**
Nov. 9-11 Oklahoma Recreation & Park Society Conference Wagoner, Okla.
Nov. 18-21 USA Team Tennis (Youth) National Championships Tucson, Ariz.
Nov. 19-20 USTA/Missouri Valley Segment 1 Sweet 16 Various Locations**
Dec. 2-4 USTA/Missouri Valley Section Annual Conference Overland Park, Kan.
Dec. 2-4, 9-11 & 16-18 USTA/Missouri Valley Segment 3 Winter Futures Various Locations
Dec. 10 Oklahoma District Annual Meeting Oklahoma City 

* – Association For Health, Physical Education, Recreation & Dance  |  ** – Details to be posted at missourivalley.usta.com

GOLDEN BOY
Jack Sock of Lincoln, Neb., com-

pleted a rare junior Grand Slam in
2005 with one of the best-ever per-

formances by a
12-year-old.
Sock, who trains
at the Mike Wolf
Tennis Academy
in Overland Park,
Kan., won the
Boys’ 12s singles
and doubles
events at the
USTA National

Spring Championships in April, the
USTA Clay Courts in July, and then
capped off his sterling year with a
win at the USTA National
Championships in August. In all, he
won 10 USTA gold balls.

HISPANIC HERITAGE
USTA celebrated “Hispanic Heritage

Month” in September, and the
Missouri Valley Section played its
part, setting up a booth at the Iowa
Latino Heritage Festival in downtown
Des Moines on Sept. 17. 

The Section’s presence at the
state’s largest Hispanic celebration
included several tennis-themed activ-
ities as well as information highlight-

ing the significant contributions
Hispanic players have made to ten-
nis. Participants also hit piñatas with
racquets to find tennis goodies like
the “Tennis for Life” bracelets and
candy inside. A membership booth
was set up, with interactive games
displayed by staff members of the
USTA/Missouri Valley Section. Many
of the Iowa Hispanic Heritage
Festival’s attendees won tennis
apparel and hats playing those inter-
active tennis games.    

The Hispanic population is the
fastest growing in the
United States. That extends
to the tennis courts as well.
Twenty percent of all new
players in the game in 2004
were of Hispanic origin.

GROWING THE GAME
ONE COURT AT A TIME
The USTA/Missouri Valley

Section has been the recipi-
ent of nearly $204,000 in
grant money this year, as
part of the USTA’s “Tennis in
the Parks” program, an initia-
tive launched to help reinvig-
orate public tennis courts
across the nation. Seven
USTA/Missouri Valley Section

organizational members – Oklahoma
City Tennis Center ($100,000);
University City, Mo., Parks and
Recreation ($76,472); City of
Stockton, Kan., ($18,000); Ber Juan
Tennis Courts in Rolla, Mo. ($2,500);
Sunset Hills (Mo.) Parks and
Recreation ($2,500); Ashland, Kan.,
High School ($2,500);and Audubon
Tennis Association ($2,500) – each
received USTA Public Funding Grants,
which are used to improve existing
public facilities or help create new
public sites.   

Net News Briefs Calendar of Events
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Jack Sock

(L-R) Wendel Whisenhunt (director of the Oklahoma City
Parks and Recreation Department), Vikki Williams (man-
ager and tennis pro at the Oklahoma City Tennis Center),
Oklahoma City Mayor Mick Cornett, USTA/Missouri Valley
Section Executive Director Mary Buschmann and Brad
Lund (CEO of Express Sports) celebrate a $100,000
grant from the USTA.


	Summer_2005_Cover
	Summer_2



